AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL
FOR THE TOWN OF ABINGDON, VIRGINIA TO AMEND
Part II — Code, Appendix B-Zoning Ordinance, Article 21.-Signs

WHEREAS, § 15.2-2280 of the Code of Virginia 1950, as amended, grants the local
governing body the authority to classify the territory under its jurisdiction or any substantial
portion thereof into districts of such number, shape and size as it may deem best suited to carry
out the purposes of this article and in each district it may regulate, restrict, permit, prohibit, and
determine the use of land, buildings, structures and other premises for agricultural, business,
industrial, residential, flood plain and other specific uses; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Abingdon's current Code, Part II, Appendix B-Zoning
Ordinance, Article 21.-Signs; the Council for the Town of Abingdon has found it in the best interest
to amend the body of its ordinance;

WHEREAS, upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, the Council for the Town
of Abingdon has found it in the best interest of its residents to amend the Town of Abingdon's current
Zoning Ordinance, Article 21. Signs, Section 21-8-1(t); and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Town of Abingdon, after
notice pursuant to § 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia 1950, as amended, and public hearing of the
Planning Commission on June 22, 2020, and public hearing of the Council for the Town of Abingdon on
August 3, 2020, as required by law:

1. That this ordinance shall take effect on September 8, 2020; and

2. Should any section or provision of this ordinance be decided to be invalid or

unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect
the validity or constitutionality of any other section or provision of this ordinance or
the Code of the Town of Abingdon, Virginia; and

3. The Town of Abingdon's current Code, Part II, Appendix B-Zoning Ordinance, Article

21.-Signs, that are proposed for amendment currently appear as follows:
ARTICLE 21. - SIGNS

Section 21-1. - Applicability.

21-1-1. Regulations. The regulations set forth in this article or set forth elsewhere in this
chapter and referred to in this article shall apply to all new signs, replacement signs and their
modification(s) established after the effective date of the ordinance, which date is May 7, 2007.



After such date notice shall be given to owners of all existing signs which become
nonconforming uses as a result of these regulations as to the disposition of such signs in
accordance with section 21-19-2 of this ordinance, and owners of any such signs shall be given
24 months in which to comply with such regulations.

21-1-2. Exemption for certain existing signs. Notwithstanding any contrary provision in this
chapter, no nonconforming sign is required to be removed solely by the passage of time if to so
require is otherwise prohibited by state or federal law. [Adopted 2 Oct. 1989; Effective 2 Nov.

1989]

21-1-3. Purpose and intent.

(2)

(b)

The sign regulations are intended to define, permit, and control the use of signs which
are legible from the public right-of-way. Town council has adopted these regulations in
order to achieve all of the following community goals and objectives:

(1) Protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public.

(2) Equitably distribute the privilege of using the public environs to communicate
private information.

(3) Safeguard the public use and nature of the streets and sidewalks.

(4) Protect and enhance the visual environment of the town.

(5) Discourage the diminishing of property values with the town.

(6) Minimize visual distractions to motorists using the public streets.

(7) Promote an aesthetically pleasing environment for the citizens of this town.

(8) Promote the economic growth of the town by creating a community image that is
conducive to attracting new business and industrial development.

(9) Permit reasonable legibility and effectiveness of signs and to prevent their over-
concentration, improper placement and excessive height, bulk, density, and area.

(10) Promote the safety of persons and property by requiring that signs not create a
hazard due to collapse, fire, decay, or abandonment.

(11)  Ensure that signs do not obstruct fire-fighting efforts, and do not create traffic
hazards by confusing or distracting motorists or by impairing drivers' ability to see
pedestrians, obstacles, or other vehicles or to read traffic signs.

(12) Provide for reasonable advertising of business and civic products and services,
with recognition of the effects of signage on the character of the community.

(13) Control visual clutter, and encourage high professional standards in sign design
and display.

The town council finds that the regulations in this article advance the significant
government interests identified herein, and are the minimum amount of regulation
necessary to achieve those interests.

(Ord. of 6-4-07(2))



Section 21-2. - Standards.

(a) Any sign displayed in the Town of Abingdon, shall comply with:
(1) All provisions of this article;

(2) All applicable provisions of the Uniform Statewide Building Code and all amendments
thereto; and

(3) All state and federal regulations pertaining to the display of signage.

(b) If any two or more sections of the above referenced regulations are in conflict, the provision
that provides the most restrictive standard shall apply.

21-2-1. Interpretation—Conflicting laws or regulations. Where this article differs in any
manner from the provisions of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, the Town Code or
any other ordinance or regulation of the town, the ordinance, code or regulation imposing the
greatest restriction upon the use of any sign shall control.

(Ord. of 6-4-07(2))

Section 21-3. - General.

21-3-1. General. Sign types and the computation of sign area shall be as depicted in the
International Zoning Code, as amended.

21-3-2. Conformance to codes. Any sign hereafter erected shall conform to the provisions of
this ordinance and the provisions of the International Building Code and of any other ordinance
or regulation within this jurisdiction.

21-3-3. Signs in rights-of-way. No sign other than an official traffic sign or similar sign shall
be erected within five feet of the lines of any street, or within any public way, unless specifically
authorized by other ordinances or regulations of this jurisdiction or by specific authorization of
the zoning administrator.

21-3-4. Projections over public ways. Signs projecting over public walkways shall be
permitted to do so only subject to the projection and clearance limits either defined herein or, if
not so defined, at a minimum height of eight feet (2,438 mm) from grade level to the bottom of
the sign. Signs, architectural projections or sign structures projecting over vehicular access areas
must conform to the minimum height clearance limitations imposed by the jurisdiction for such
structures.

21-3-5. Traffic visibility. No sign or sign structure shall be erected at the intersection of any
street in such a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision, nor at any location where by its
position, shape or color it may interfere with or obstruct the view of or be confused with any
authorized traffic sign, signal or device.

21-3-6. Animation and changeable messages. Animated and changeable signs are permitted
in commercial and industrial zones only.

21-3-7. Maintenance, repair and removal. Every sign permitted by this ordinance shall be
kept in good condition and repair and be legible. When any sign becomes insecure, in danger of
falling or is otherwise deemed unsafe by the zoning administrator, or if any sign shall be



unlawfully installed, erected or maintained in violation of any of the provisions of this ordinance,
the owner thereof or the person or firm using same shall, upon written notice by the zoning
administrator forthwith in the case of immediate danger, and in any case within not more than
ten days, make such sign conform to the provisions of this ordinance, or shall remove it. If within
ten days the order is not complied with, the zoning administrator shall be permitted to remove or
cause such sign to be removed at the expense of the owner and/or the user of the sign.

21-3-8. Obsolete sign copy. Any sign copy that no longer advertises or identifies a use
conducted on the property on which said sign is erected must have the sign copy covered or
removed within 30 days after written notification from the zoning administrator; and upon failure
to comply with such notice, the code official is hereby authorized to cause removal of such sign
copy, and any expense incident thereto shall be paid by the owner of the building, structure or
ground on which the sign is located.

21-3-9. Nonconforming signs. Any sign legally existing at the time of the passage of this
ordinance that does not conform in use, location, height or size with the regulations of the zone
in which such sign is located, shall be considered a legal nonconforming use or structure and
shall be permitted to continue in such status until such time as it is either abandoned or removed
by its owner, subject to the following limitations:

(1)  Structural alterations, enlargement or re-erection are permissible only where such
alterations will not increase the degree of nonconformity of the signs.

(2) Any legal nonconforming sign shall be removed or rebuilt without increasing the
existing height or area if it is damaged, or removed if allowed to deteriorate to the extent
that the cost of repair or restoration exceeds 50 percent of the replacement cost of the sign
as determined by the zoning administrator.

(3) Signs that comply with either item (1) or (2) above need not be permitted.

21-3-10. Maximum number of signs allowed. Except where district regulations are more
restrictive, any establishment may have no more than two signs per major street frontage and one
additional sign for each additional street frontage unless stated otherwise. For purposes of
calculation of the number of signs permitted per establishment, only one street frontage per
establishment shall be designated as major street frontage. Signs, which are less than one square
foot in area, or for which a permit is not required, shall not be counted in calculating the number
of allowed signs.

21-3-11. Height, nature of freestanding and projecting signs.

a. No part of any freestanding or projecting sign shall be higher than 15 feet from grade
with the exception of signs within a one-quarter mile radius of Interstate Route 81, which
signs shall be allowed up to 25 feet in height. No part of a roof sign shall project above
the line of the roof to which it is attached.

b. Only one sign per parcel as designated on the town real property tax maps may be
freestanding or projecting except as provided in section 21-3-10.

c. Shopping centers shall be permitted one freestanding sign per street frontage. A
freestanding shopping center sign may display the shopping center name and a list of
tenants. Individual shops and businesses in shopping centers may have wall signs only as
provided for elsewhere in this article.



21-3-12. Replacement or consolidation of existing signs. When existing signs are replaced or

consolidated, the maximum total sign surface area of the replacement or consolidated sign shall

be:

a. Thirty percent less than the total sign surface area of the signs being replaced or
consolidated, or

b. The area permitted by section 21-3-13, whichever is greater.

21-3-13. Sign area calculations. The following method shall be utilized in the calculation of

sign area:

a. All sign surfaces and faces visible from a public right-of-way or place and used for
display shall be included in the calculation of sign area.

b. Wall or roof signs:

1. The area of a wall or roof sign where the sign is painted or affixed by letters and
numerals or symbols shall be the sum total of the area of the smallest connected
rectilinear geometric shape enclosing such painted or affixed letters, numbers or
symbols.

2. The area of wall or roof signs where the sign surface is hung or affixed to the
structure shall be the total area of the affixed or hung surfaces.

c. Freestanding, projecting or ground signs. The area of a freestanding, projecting or ground
sign shall be the sum total of the areas of all surfaces visible from the public right-of-way
or other area from which the sign is intended to be viewed.

21-3-14. Obstructing doors, windows or fire escapes.
a. No sign shall be erected, replaced or relocated so as to:
1. Prevent free ingress or egress from a required door, window or fire escape; or

2. Obstruct the light or ventilation required by the provisions of this ordinance or other
town ordinances from any window.

b. No advertising or business sign of any kind shall be attached to a standpipe or fire escape.

(Ord. of 6-4-07(2))

Section 21-4. - Standards for marquees.

a.

Construction of all marquees shall follow requirements set forth in the Virginia Uniform
Statewide Building Code, as amended.

Signs on marquees for establishments other than theatres shall not exceed 20 square feet on
any side or front section of the marquee. Such signs may extend above the top of the marquee
provided that the vertical dimension of the structure, including both marquee and sign, shall
not exceed three feet. If such signs are illuminated, exposed light sources shall not be used.

Signs may be located under marquees subject to the following restrictions:

1. There shall be only one sign for each store entrance.



2. Such signs shall not exceed 12 inches in depth with not more than an additional three
inches in depth to include the supports and hangers attaching the sign to the marquee.

3. If such signs are illuminated, the illumination shall be by interior lighting only, subject
to the interior lighting restrictions as set forth in this section.

d. Theatre marquees shall not exceed five feet in the vertical dimension. The restriction on
square footage as set forth in this article shall not apply to theatre marquees. Such signs may
extend above the top of the marquee provided that the vertical dimension of the structure,
including both marquee and sign, shall not exceed five feet. A sign or signs may also be
suspended below the marquee provided that a clearance of ten feet is maintained between the
bottom of the sign and the sidewalk or floor.

(Ord. of 6-4-07(2))
Section 21-5. - Exempt signs.
21-5-1. Exempt signs. The following signs shall be exempt from the provisions of this
chapter. No sign shall be exempt from section 21-3-4.
Official notices authorized by a court, public body or public safety official.

Directional, warning or information signs authorized by federal, state or municipal
governments.

c. Memorial plaques, building identification signs and building cornerstones when cut or
carved into a masonry surface or when made of noncombustible material and made an
integral part of the building or structure.

d. The flag of a government or noncommercial institution, and any other flag of a state or
nation flown for noncommercial purposes; or flags displaying purely ornamental and
noncommercial information, such as graphic depictions such as flowers and the like.

e. Signs attached to athletic field fences, for the purpose of fundraising. Such signs shall be
attached with plastic ties, with excess plastic tie removed and shall be displayed only
during the regular season of the individual sport.

f. Religious symbols and seasonal decorations, both residential and commercial, within the
appropriate public holiday season.

g. Street address signs and combination nameplate and street address signs that contain no
advertising copy and which do not exceed six square feet (0.56 m 2) in area.

h. Any sign with an area of one square foot or less.

i.  Signs on the inside of store windows, except those signs specified as "Prohibited Signs"
in this article.

j.  Signs displayed for the direction or convenience of the public, including signs which
identify restrooms, location of public telephones, public entrances, freight entrances or
the like provided such signs do not exceed a total surface area of three square feet per
sign on any lot or parcel.

k. Gasoline price signs, provided the total area of all such signs is 12 square feet or less.



. Signs displayed during the months of November and December for the purpose of selling
holiday vegetation and accessory items.

m. Signs displayed on a truck, bus, or other vehicle while in use in the normal conduct of
business. This section shall not be interpreted to permit the parking for display purposes
a vehicle to which a sign is attached or the use of such a vehicle as a portable sign.

n. Menu/daily special signs, not exceeding four square feet in size, provided the sign is
attached to a building facade.

o. Signage for the period of the Virginia Highlands Festival pertaining to events during that
period, as approved by the town manager. Also signs for other town sponsored events as
approved by the town manager.

p. Sandwich board signs provided they in no way obstruct vehicular travel, public parking
and/or pedestrian movement along sidewalks.

qg- Political campaign signs or signs demonstrating the "freedom of speech", provided such
signs do not advertise a product or business.

(Ord. of 6-4-07(2))

Section 21-6. - District regulations.
The following regulation shall apply in the designated district, as appropriate, to permitted
uses by right and special uses as may be permitted:
21-6-1. AFOS Agricultural, forested and open space district.

a. Home occupation and business signs of not more than 12 square feet located on the
premises. No more than one sign per use.

b. Identification signs of not more than 12 square feet located on the premises. No more
than one sign per use.

c. Directional signs.

d.  Church bulletin board. Such signs shall not exceed six feet in height and 12 square
feet in area, and shall be located on the premises. No more than one sign per use.

21-6-2. R-1 Residential district.

a. Public and semipublic identification signs of not more than 12 square feet located
on the premises. No more than one sign per use.

b.  Church bulletin board. Such signs shall not exceed six feet in height and 12 square
feet in area, and shall be located on the premises. No more than one sign per use.

21-6-3. R-2, R-3, and R-4 Residential districts.

a. Public and semipublic identification signs of not more than 12 square feet located
on the premises. No more than one sign per use.

b. Home occupation and business signs of not more than four square feet located on
the premises.



c. Directional signs.

d.  Church bulletin board. Such signs shall not exceed six feet in height and 12 square
feet in area, and shall be located on the premises. No more than one sign per use.

21-6-4. OI Office and institutional district.

a. Public, semipublic and business identification signs of not more than 12 square feet
located on the premises. No more than one sign per use.

b. Home occupation and business signs of not more than four square feet located on
the premises. No more than one sign per use.

c. Directional signs.

d. Church bulletin board. Such signs shall not exceed six feet in height and 12 square
feet in area, and shall be located on the premises. No more than one sign per use.

21-6-5. B-1 Business district.

a. The total area of all signs permitted for any business establishment shall not be
greater than 30 square feet and shall be located on the premises.

b. Home occupation and business signs of not more than four square feet located on
the premises. No more than one sign per use.

c. Directional signs.

21-6-6. B-2, B-3, and M-1 districts. The total area of all freestanding and projecting
signs permitted for any business establishment shall not be greater than 60 square feet and
shall be located on the premises. Other provisions of this ordinance to the contrary
notwithstanding, planned commercial developments other than shopping centers which
require a site plan under article 18 of this ordinance within the B-2 zoning district and
located within a one-quarter mile radius of Interstate Route 81 may be allowed up to 200
square feet of aggregate sign area; the sizes and locations of such signs to be specified
within the site plan of such development and approved by the zoning administrator and/or
the town manager prior to finalization of such site plan.

21-6-7. OH Old and historic district. No sign shall be erected until the style, location,
materials and design thereof have been awarded a certificate of appropriateness by the board
of architectural review. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 21-3-11 the board may
approve the attachment or suspension of a sign from an existing freestanding or projecting
sign or, in the case of a building on a site with more than one street frontage or more than
one principal entrance, one additional freestanding or projecting sign per additional street
frontage or principal entrance, if the board determines that such an arrangement is in
keeping with the architectural character of the property.

(Ord. of 6-4-07(2); Ord. of 9-4-07(3))
Section 21-7. - Comprehensive signage plan.

(a) For a proposed development subject to site plan review, and for any development that is
subject to architectural review under the zoning administrator or public body may waive or






